GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! / You are Peter, the rock
on which I will build my Church / the

gates of hell will not hold out against it. /
Alleluia!

Mt 16:18

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Mt 16:13-20

You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the
kingdom of heaven.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea
Philippi he put this question to his disciples,
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?” And
they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” ‘But you,” he said, ‘who do you
say I am?” Then Simon Peter spoke up, “You
are the Christ,” he said, ‘the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you
are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and
blood that revealed this to you but my Father
in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter
and on this rock I will build my Church. And
the gates of the underworld can never hold
out against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth
shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever
you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in
heaven.” Then he gave the disciples strict orders
not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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GOD CAN WORK THROUGH FRAILTY

Some years ago, a group of scholars from
various Christian traditions examined the
role of Peter that emerges from the New
Testament. Despite the diversity in the texts
and the traditions represented by the scholars
themselves, there was general agreement that
Peter played a critical role in the birth of
early Christianity. While the New Testament
writers stress his importance, they never avoid
facing the complex reality of the man himself.
Peter was the rock that crumbled and cracked
under pressure when confronted after Jesus’
arrest. Nonetheless, after the resurrection his
faith did not waver, and he would justify Jesus’
belief and trust in him.

In the concluding section of Romans 11, Paul
is led to praise God for the unexpected ways in
which God’s saving plan for all humanity had
come to fruition. While some in Israel had not
come to believe in Jesus this had opened the
way for the Gentiles. Gentile Christians had
become the unforeseen means by which some
of the people of Israel would be prompted
to accept Jesus as the Messiah. Paul invites
the Christians of Rome to join with him in
wonder at the ingenious ways in which God
always opens a new possibility for us, often
despite ourselves.

That God can work through the frailty of
Peter and the hardness of heart of some of
the people of Israel can serve as a source of
encouragement for us all. Rather than leave
us disheartened God’s word provides us with
a firm basis for hope.

Christopher Monaghan CP

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Isa 22:19-23

I place the key of the House of David upon his

shoulder.

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the
master of the palace:

I dismiss you from your office,

I remove you from your post,

and the same day I call on my servant
Eliakim son of Hilkiah.

I invest him with your robe,

gird him with your sash,

entrust him with your authority;

and he shall be a father

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem

and to the House of Judah.

I place the key of the House of David
on his shoulder;

should he open, no one shall close,
should he close, no one shall open.

I drive him like a peg

into a firm place;

he will become a throne of glory

for his father’s house.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 137:1-3, 6, 8. R. v. 8

R. Lord, your love is eternal;
do not forsake the work of your hands.

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, / you
have heard the words of my mouth. / Before
the angels I will bless you. / I will adore before
your holy temple. R.

2. I'thank you for your faithfulness and love /
which excel all we ever knew of you. / On the
day I called, you answered; / you increased the
strength of my soul. R.
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3. The Loxd is high yet he looks on the lowly /
and the haughty he knows from afar. / Your
love, O Lord, is eternal, / discard not the work
of your hands. R.

SECOND READING Rom 11:33-36
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

From him, through him, and in him are all things.

How rich are the depths of God — how deep his
wisdom and knowledge — and how impossible
to penetrate his motives or understand his
methods! Who could ever know the mind of
the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor?
Who could ever give him anything or lend him
anything? All that exists comes from him; all is
by him and for him. To him be glory for ever!
Amen.

The word of the Lord.



ST ANDREW & ST AGNES
TWINNED CATHOLIC PARISHES
Parish Priest: Fr John M. Knight KCHS

War Memorial Church
509 Bunnerong Road, Matraville
Office located at 6 Prince Edward St, Malabar
Office hours: See Opposite Box
Ph: 9311 2062
stagnesmatra@bigpond.com
www.stagnesmatraville.org.au
Syro-Malabar Rite: 1st Sunday; 5pm
Masses Tues, Wed, Fri: 7 am Thurs: 9 am
Vigil Saturday 5:30 pm
Sunday 10 am
RECONCILIATION:
Sat. 5pm - 5.15pm
Also available by appointment
Principal: Rose André
Sacred Heart School Matraville: 9311 2995

6 Prince Edward Street, Malabar
Ph: 9311 2062
standrewmal@gmail.com
www.standrewsmalabar.org.au
Office hours: Tues & Wed 8.30 am - 4.30 pm
& Fri 8.30 am - 2.30 pm
Secretarial Staff
Julie Lippmann and Julie Wright
Masses Tues, Wed, Fri: 9 am
Vigil Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 9 am
RECONCILIATION:
Sat4.30 - 4.45pm
Also available by appointment
Principal: Mr Phil Tax
St Andrew'’s Primary School Malabar: 9311 1203

Our Parishes acknowledge and honour the Bidjigal and Gadigal People as traditional
custodians of this land, that we stand on.

G= 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
]]ﬁlslgllenéfs SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY e
Go Make Disciples, The Mission Plan for the Archdiocese of Sydney %g;’l‘ )

Love )

Please pray for the Faithful Departed:

Recently Deceased: Mario Selar, Courtney Howell, Ted Lynne Woodbury, Wilfred Tsen, Madeleine
Micalef, and all those who have died from the Covid-19 Virus.

Deceased: Agnes Brisbane. All the souls in Purgatory.

Anniversary: Cathy O'Brien, Iris Summons, H J Kennedy, Brad O'Hare Victor Ballad, Nora Morahan

and all the deceased members of the Morahan family, Esther & Philip Velu , Angelo D’souza, Dorothy Moyes,
Father Carroll, Renato Lobo, Lorenca,

Jacinta De Sousa, Humberto Soares, Genoveva Da Costa, Anrton Buttigieg, Margaret Borg, Ines Poggi & Family

The Sick: Ha Oi Lan, Mario Assini, Beatrice Bentley, Sam Strano, Josephie Regan, Mary Vella, Robert ‘Bob’
Spanswick, Beatriz Visperas, Michael Victor, Marcus O'Dean, Angela Beveridge, Marie Cullen, Merley Nate Fien,
Patrick Sargent, John Sarniak Thomson, Pam O’Grady,

Heracleo & Mamerta Dela Torre, Santa Viselli and Ernie Ross. Pray for the sick, the dying, the poor and home-
less in our parishes, and those suffering from Covid.

Prayers for: Christian people of Manipur India, and for the care of the World Environment.

¥ Greetings to all parishioners and visitors of St Andrew & St Ages
# Twinned Catholic Parishes of Malabar-Matraville.

This 21* Sunday in Ordinary Time speaks about Peter’s profession
of faith in Jesus as the messiah, and the Primacy of St Peter. ‘Who
do you say that | am?’ This is possibly the most important question
that Jesus puts to us. In your heart of hearts, how do you answer

- this question? These are troubled times for the Church and the
promise of Jesus that ‘the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it’ are an encourage-
ment. What helps you to draw strength from this promise of Jesus? What signs of hope do you see
in the Church?

Please keep our First Eucharist Candidates and their families in your prayers. Don’t forget to
get a little gift for them from our Pius Goods Stall in both our Churches.

Next Sunday is Father’s Day and | ask all our fathers to come along to our Masses to receive
a Father’s Day blessing. It is also our annual Father Day Appeal in which giving to this Appeal will
assist the Retired Priests of the Archdiocese. Please take envelopes home today for the Appeal next
weekend. Your giving of $2 and over attracts a 100% tax deduction. Also, for every dollar that you
give the Archbishop will match it with another dollar. Let us remember our retired priests Like Rev
Pat Hurley our former Parish Priest now retired who have given so generously in their priestly minis-
try a good retirement.

| will be returning this Friday until then please note the Mass schedule, which may include
Communion Services.
Tuesday, 29 August

Note

from the

pastor

Masses 7.00am St Agnes’, Matraville

9.00am St Andrew’s, Malabar,

Mass 7.00am St Agnes’, Matraville

Communion Service 9.00am St Andrew’s, Malabar
Mass 9.00am St Agnes’, Matraville

Mass 7.00am St Agnes’, Matraville

Communion Service 9.00am St Andrew’s, Malabar
Masses 5.00pm St Andrew’s, Malabar &

5.30pm St Agnes’, Matraville

Masses 9.00am St Andrew’s, Malabar

10.00am St Agnes’, Matraville

Wednesday, 30 August

Thursday, 31 August
Friday, 1 September

Saturday, 2 September

Sunday, 3 September

God Bless you all and looking forward to seeing you all. Father John

-a'-;-j\‘_a We welcome into our Parish Community Genevieve Stella Venticinque, who will receive
\-v—\.‘- the sacrament of Baptism this Saturday morning at St. Agnes’Matraville.

i Congratulations. We thank Fr. Peter Guy for joining us for the Baptism.

REMINDER: Tax receipts for Planned Giving and SVDP are available at the back of the church.

Please see Parish websites for further notices.

Where will Fr. John be celebrating Mass next weekend?
Saturday - 2 September 2023 - 5.00 pm St Andrew’s (Livestreamed)
Sunday - 3 September 2023 - 10.00 am St. Agnes’

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people
to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02)
9390 5810 or safeguarding enquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your
Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obliga-
tion to report crimes to the police.
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