and whoever lives and believes in me

will never die.

Do you believe this?

“Yes, Lord,” she said ‘I believe that you arc the
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to
come into this world.’

Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that
came straight from the heart, “Where have you
put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and sce.’ Jesus
wept; and the Jews said, ‘Scee how much he loved
him!” But there were some who remarked, ‘e
opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not
have prevented this man’s death?” Sdll sighing,
Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a
stonce o close the opening, Jesus said, “Take
the stone away.” Martha said to him ‘Loxd, by
now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus
replied ‘Have I not told yvou that if you believe
you will see the glory of Gad?” So they took
away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes
and said:

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my praycr.

I knew indeed that you always hear me.

But I speak

(or the sake of all these who stand round me,

so that they may believe it was you who

sent me.’

When he had said this, he cried in a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead
man came out, his feet and hands bound with
bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus
said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary
and had seen what he did believed in him,

The Gospel of the Lord.
Longer form, 11:1-45
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GOD’S PLEDGETO US

Lent is always an invitation to travel on the
path of conversion, We are called to do our
part and vet the work is not solely ours. One
of the threads uniting today’s readings is the
encouragement provided by God’s pledge to
work with us as we journey towards the new
life of Easter.

Ezekiel wrote to a dispirited and discouraged
people far from where they wanted to be.
In exile they felt powerless to change their
situation and wondered whether God still had
the power, or desire, to save them. Ezekiel has
no doubts that God will bring them back from
the grave to new life.

In writing to the Christians of Rome, Paul is
led to reflect on the nature of conversion and
the Christian life from two perspectives. From
our perspective, we are challenged to open our
hearts to what is of spiritual and lasting value.
Lest we become disheartened by our weakness,
Paul reminds us of the critical role God plays
in our coming to spiritual maturity. The gift of
the Spirit within us is a sign of God’s pledge
to enliven us so that we may share in the new
life of Jesus™ resurrection.

The moving story of Jesus raising Lazarus from
the dead is a powerful
reminder to us all that
just as Jesus commanded,
‘Unbind him, let him
go free,” so it is with us.
The Lord is still working
with us to liberate what
is bound, and to bring
to life that which is not

fully alive.

Christopher Monaghan CP

FirTH SUNDAY OF LENT / A

FIRST READING Ezek 37:12-14
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

[ shall put my spirit in_you, and you will live.

The Lord says this: I am now going to open
your graves; I mean to raisc you from your
graves, my people, and lead you back to the
soil of Israel. And you will know that T am the
Lord, when T open your graves and raise you
from your graves, my people. And | shall put
my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall
resettle you on your own soil; and you will
know that I, the Lord, have said and done this
— it is the Lord who speaks.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps129.R. v. 7
R. With the Lord there is mercy

and fullness of redemption.

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, /
Lord, hear my voice! / O let your cars be
attentive / to the voice of my pleading. R.

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, /
Lord, who would survive? / But with you is
found forgiveness: / for this we revere you. R.
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, /1 count
on his word. / My soul is longing for the Lord /
more than watchman for daybreal. / (Let the
watchman count on daybreak /and Israel on

the Lord.) R.

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy / and
fullness of redemption, / Israel indeed he will
redcem / from all its iniquity.  R.

SECOND READING Rom 8:8-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
is living in_pou, then he will give life to pour own
moertal hodies.

People who are interested only in unspiritual
things can never be pleasing to God. Your
interests, however, are not in the unspiritua],
but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you
possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not
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belong to him. Though your body may be dead
it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then
vour spirit is life itself because you have been
justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he
who raised Jesus from the dead will give life
to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit
living in vou.
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 11:25, 26
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus

Christ! /I am the resurrection and the life,
says the Lord; / whoever believes in me
will not die for ever. / Glory and praise to
you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL Jn11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

[ am the resurrection dnd the life.

The sisters sent this message o Jesus, ‘Lord, the
man you love is ill.” On receiving the message,
Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death
but in God’s glory, and through it the Son of
God will be glorified’

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
vet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed
where he was for two more days before saying
to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had
been in the tomb for four days already. When
Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to
meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house.
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here,
my brother would not have died, but I know
that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he
will grant you.” “Your brother’ said Jesus to her
‘will risc again.” Martha said, ‘T know he will
rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’
Jesus said:

‘T am the resurrection and the life.

If anyone believes in me, even though he

dies he will live,
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DISCIPLES 55 make Disciples, The Mission Plan for the Archdiocese of Sydney

Please pray for the Faithful Departed:

Recently Deceased: Sylvester Joseph, Lawrence, and Edward Rezcallah. All the people of
Syria and Turkey who have died as a result of the Earthquake, all the people of the
Ukraine and Russia who have died as a result of War, and all who have died from the
Covid-19 Virus.

Deceased: Agnes Brisbane. All the souls in Purgatory.

Anniversary: Joe Smith, Inez and Angela D'Souza, Evelyn Garas (40 days), Peter Heaney, Alice
Payet, John Brennan, Marika Gubashi, and Moyah Buckley

The Sick: Marie Cullen, Merley Nate Fien, Patrick Sargent, Gina Buchan, Ethan Sharpley, John Sarni-
ak Thomson, Pam O'Grady, Heracleo & Mamerta Dela Torre, Sylvester and Santa Viselli, Ellie Carter
and Ernie Ross. Pray for the sick, the dying, the poor and homeless in our parishes, and those suf-
fering from Covid.

i ) ' %
( /wm //;(' JO(IJIOIJ ﬂ(’Jé Greetings to all parishioners and visitors of St
Andrew & St Agnes Twinned Catholic Parishes

of Malabar-Matraville.

Today is our 5" Sunday of Lent, in the old calendar of the Church this Sunday was called
Passion Sunday and next Sunday Palm Sunday. In the reforms of Vatican Il, the Church has
moved Passion Sunday, to next Sunday and called it Passion/Palm Sunday. There is still a
little left over from the original Passion Sunday as we cover our Statues and Icons in the
Church in preparation for our Easter celebrations. In other word we prepare the Church so as
to focus us during our leading up to and celebrating our Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday,
Good Friday & Easter Vigil/Sunday).

the calling of Lazarus raising him from the dead. Martha and Mary were struggling to come to
terms with their bereavement of their brother Lazurus.. What has help you in similar situa-
tions?

| while at St Andrew's 29 & 30 March. Many thanks.
' Please keep our Reconciliation Classes in your prayers as they complete their Unit of
the Sacrament of Penance Program this week.

Before going to Bed next Saturday evening 1 April place your clocks & watches one
hour back as daylight savings ends the early hours of Sunday 2 April. You can get back your
| one hour back you lost at the beginning of daylight savings.

It is because of the rain that the St Andrew's Carpark is closed, hopefully by Palm
| Sunday it should be fixed. Hears hoping!

This Sunday we read of Jesus’ human reaction to the death of Lazarus his friend, and |

Please bring you freshly cut Palms for Palm Sunday, St Agnes’, this Sunday Masses, |
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God Bless Fr John IJ
47 We welcome Rhett Michael & Bowen Gray Barrett, Alexander Kieron &

‘-.;.
Olivia Lyra Franklin and Carter Hendrix Petta into our Parish Community, who will
BarTisy receive the sacrament of Baptism this weekend at St Andrew’s. Congratulations.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER TRIDUUM 2022

St Andrews/St Agnes’
Palm Sunday 1/2 April: Normal Mass Times
Holy Thursday 6 April: 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper, washing of the feet and

reservation until 8.30pm {Both Parishes)

3pm Passion of the Lord, Veneration of the Cross and
Holy Communion {Both Parishes)

6pm Easter Vigil {Both Parishes)

9am St Andrew’s and 10am St Agnes’

Good Friday 7 April:

Holy Saturday 8 April:
Easter Sunday 9April:

Where will Fr. John be celebrating Mass next weekend?
Saturday - 1 April - 5.30pm St Agnes’
Sunday - 2 April - 9.00 am - St Andrew’s (Livestreamed)

EASTER ROSTER for the Easter Ceremonies, asking for volunteers, located at the back of the church St An-
drew’s, in the Sacristy at St Agnes. Please see note below.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the palice.
If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Minis-
terial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguarding enquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

We are in need of the following volunteers at St Andew’s for our Easter Triduum:
1 x Reader (Holy Thursday, 2 x Readers, Easter Sunday, 1 x Commentator Holy Saturday,
Washing of the feet people and Misters for Holy Communion

ATTENTION: St Andrew’s Carpark is still not able to be used due to resurfacing



